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Carl Elefante: Where do we go from here? 
AIA’s Carl Elefante reflects on the future of education, the pro-
fession and our built environment. The weekend following the 
2016 U.S. Presidential Election—thought to be one of the most 
polarizing in the country’s history—Carl Elefante, FAIA (B.ARCH 
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The local chapter of the USGBC, of which I was on the founding board, was established about 
five years after the topic was first broached. While AIA’s Committee on the Environment was a 
major partner in the establishment of USGBC, and certainly a major force in promulgating and 
legitimizing LEED, the USGBC was able to do something that AIA, frankly, couldn’t do, which 
was to reach out beyond the architecture profession. 

LEED is a mainstream term now; it’s almost become a layman’s term. Does that surprise you? 
Why do you think that happened?  There were both intended and unintended reasons. The 
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ists understand things about conservation that have broader value. Many buildings don’t have 
historic significance; but they still occupy a space on the street, still hold energy and contribute 
to the neighborhood. Preservationists understand that in a way that architects often don’t. 

In many cities across the nation, there are delicate wars being fought on multiple fronts be-
tween preserving architectural history and culture, and the economics of development. There’s 
this push and pull between developing the area in the name of function or demand and pre-
serving what makes our environments unique. How do we bridge that gap? There’s no magic 
answer. The regulatory infrastructure that exists for preservation these days is pretty good, 
but, everyone needs to be more mindful of what the factors are. For example, carbon footprint. 
It would be terrific to have things like carbon impact become part of the discussion at a historic 
preservation review board. Let’s say you have the worst pile of excess ever built, and it has 
an enormous carbon footprint. Do we preserve every monument to excess? No, that’s not the 
purpose. 

The standard that matters the most is the human connection to culture. When people get on 
an airplane to go on vacation, where do they go?n orys -1r at ath layt ma parimculY saeopit has 
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questioned what each organization’s share is in the education, continuing education and cre-
dentialing of architects. The goal is to have an effective profession. What do people need to 
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Career Day in the Great Space



11Maryland Architecture, Planning and Preservation

chitect—from grade school through the profession—and identified diversity issues with each 
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that for every dollar in historic tax credits, between four and eight dollars of additional tax 
revenue are generated. We need to defend those programs. I think in the end it will be healthy 
for us. 

Personally, I want the next year to be about how architects shape lives, to get the profes-
sion focused on the human impact of what we do. We tend to get entangled in the different 
aspects of what we do, but people value us in the way that we shape their lives. We need to 
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Allison Finkelstein’s Passion for American His-
tory is her Life’s Work
A little-known fact about the U.S. government is that most federal 
agencies must have a historian. Federal historians are the keep-
ers of our government’s history; through interpretation, collections, 



15Maryland Architecture, Planning and Preservation

in several efforts surrounding this year’s World War I (WWI) Centennial, a subject she has pas-
sionately pursued since graduate school. She will serve on the WWI task force for Arlington 
County and acts as an “expert on call” for the U.S. WWI Centennial Commission. She re-
cently provided commentary for two historic silent films for CSPAN’s Reel America series: one 
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Ethan Bindernagel: Planning a 21st Century 
Sustainable City 
Some of the best ideas are born from the singular question, 
“What if?” These two words are a definitive part of Ethan Bind-
ernagel’s (M.C.P. ‘05) lexicon and emulate the spirit of his ad-
opted home state—California—where innovation and risk nar-





Marcus Ervin   
The first course Marcus Ervin (MRED ‘09) took in real estate, 
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Bridging Education and Culture to Help Others: Salam Aref
Salam Aref was studying architecture at a five-year university program in Damascus, Syria, 



Syrians and, particularly, refugees?” Our whole family is involved with volunteer work to help 
the Syrian refugees living in this area. There are quite a few in Baltimore. So many of them 
have been through so much trauma. I am from a very specific part of Syria where there is a 
pocket of the Circassian culture—I miss that. I miss the special Circassian dancing. I miss 
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At UMD, Jeanne has been an active member of the URSP 
community, diving head-first into GIS coursework and work-
ing as a graduate assistant on several projects, including Wil-
low Lung-Amam’s story mapping course last spring. Jeanne’s 
final semester at Maryland will include Jim Cohen’s course, 
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This eclectic project roster included a “pocket park” near a transit hub and public pools; trans-
forming a garbage dump into a community garden; and replacing abandn1oew York Cuni fos with artty lleriesn; anundergroundty gards. In semerosts inta ce, the f a communitoutreach, good citizrdshipn; angrassroots 
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technology”). [re] ACT promises to transfer—and transform—waste into resources through 
a central, north/south “spine,” while integrating indoor and outdoor spaces for flexible living 
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“I am thrilled with the results of the project; the class went above and beyond my expecta-
tions,” said Hollis Minor, Economic Development Manager for Annapolis’ Department of Plan-
ning and Zoning. “The team collaborated continually with the maritime community throughout 
the project and produced very targeted recommendations with specific actions, rather than a 
broad report that would sit on a shelf and gather dust.” 

Developed by UMD’s National Center for Smart Growth, PALS pairs faculty expertise and stu-
dent ingenuity with sustainability challenges facing Maryland communities. The PALS mission 
is to provide high quality, low-cost assistance to local governments while creating an active 
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Lectures
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Awards and Achievements
HUD Innovation in Affordable Housing Student Design and 
Planning Competition 2016 (Second Place):
 Oluwatobi (Tobi) Thomas (MRED) 
 Nicole Akpedeye (MCP/ARCH) 
 Meghan Leahy (ARCH/MRED) 
 Robert Grooms (ARCH/MRED) 
 David Brotman (MRED). 

2016 AIA COTE Top Ten for Students Design Competition: 
 Erin Barkman (ARCH)
 Emily Latham (ARCH)

AIA Maryland Design Awards
 Erin Barkman (ARCH)
 Emily Latham (ARCH)
 Jennifer Chorosevic (ARCH) 
 Kenneth Filler (ARCH)

Award of Merit: AIA DC 2016 Unbuilt Awards
 Thuy Do (ARCH)
 Haomin Yang (ARCH)   



38

In October, David Cronrath stepped down as dean of the School of Architecture, Planning and 
Preservation after six years of leadership. A visionary, mentor and friend, David made a signifi-
cant impact on the school, transforming the future of its education and fostering a collabora-
tive, curious and “fearless” environment for students, faculty and staff. Arriving at UMD from 
Louisiana State University, where he served as Dean of the College of Art & Design, David 
brought a progressive vigor to the dean’s office and championed several initiatives during his 
tenure. He tapped directors to develop a new budgetary system, increasing both efficiency and 
input to advance the school. He restored relationships with other colleges and upper adminis-
tration, particularly the provost’s office, to cultivate partnerships, tout MAPP’s achievements 
and connect the school to broader university initiatives. David also worked closely with direc-
tors and deans across campus to increase the offerings at the school, including an expansion 
of dual degrees, interdisciplinary opportunities and two new undergraduate minors—construc-
tion management and real estate development. He was an early champion of the National 
Center for Smart Growth’s PALS program—now the foremost active learning program for the 
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FACULTY News

Assistant Professor Willow Lung-Amam is currently serving as a National 
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Method, has been accepted and will be released 
by The China Engineering and Construction Press. 
In addition to several journal articles under review, 
he authored articles for Environment and Planning 
B and Urban Insight, both slated to release later 
this year. Chengri was busy on the conference 
circuit in 2016, presenting papers and research 
at conferences around the world. He is slated to 
present at the 7th European Meeting of the Urban 
Economics Association later this spring. 

Associate Professor Ronit Eisenbach led a bi-
national team to design Hot/Cold, an engaging art 
installation in Haifa, Israel, for the Holiday of Holi-
day Festival celebrating Christmas, Chanukah and 
Ramadan. Hot/Cold was commissioned by Beit 
HaGefen, an arts and cultural organization founded 
in the 1960s, whose mission is to promote toler-
ance and build a shared society. The theme of this 
year’s festival was “Play.” The extended horizontal 
surface is situated both inside and outside of the 
gallery and aims to support efforts to spark cross-
community dialogue and spontaneous interaction 

across religious lines. Within the gallery, the Hot/
Cold table is an intimate object referencing shared 
meals. As it moves beyond the gallery it reinforces 
the temporary public space and the theme of play 
created by closing the main street for the festival. 
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play space, benches and lending libraries, the proj-
ect aims to foster safety, connection and engage-
ment as it continues efforts to educate and em-
power the CAQT community. 

Professor Emeritus David Fogel was designated 
by the Maryland General Assembly as a “2016 Liv-
ing Landmark” this past fall, for his decades-long 
work in preserving the City of Annapolis’ cultural 
heritage through preservation, architecture and 
civic engagement.

Clinical Professor of Architecture Amy Gard-
M
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cision-Making Framework Considering Different Attribute Preferences from 
Multiple Stakeholders,” for the Journal of Solar Energy Engineering. 

Last summer, Professor 



45Maryland Architecture, Planning and Preservation

rial Board of the Nexus Network Journal: Archi-
tecture and Mathematics for 2017. 
In January, Hooman’s work was featured as part 
of an exhibition at the Berkeley Graduate Theo-
logical Union, entitled Reverberating Echoes: 
Contemporary Art Inspired by Traditional Islamic 
Art. He was one of seven scholars featured. 

Professor Don Linebaugh released his latest 
book, The Saratoga Campaign: Uncovering an 
Embattled Landscape (University Press of New 
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Professor Margaret McFarland taught short courses on real estate de-
velopment at Nanjing University School of Business in Nanjing, China, for 60 
MBA students in early October. In November, she headed east to spearhead 
an intense, three-day real estate development module for an executive educa-



47Maryland Architecture, 





49Maryland Archi’hure,nd Aylning yland9Aar39.6(v)20.1(ationd )]TET
q
1 i 
54 508.423 108 -168.423 re
W n
/GS1S2 gq
110.91922
9 0 170.687988 551276001
338.8560.61c TmIm41 Do
Q
Q
s
BT
10F6 1 T8
9 0 8 54 322.288 4 T0.01
0 T0.0335
0 TwLongtime friendsnd9











Gifts of $250,000+
ARGUS Software Inc.
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation
Town Creek Foundation Inc.



Scott W. Sider ‘80
Southwestern University
Steven M. Sushner, Esq.
R. Lindley Vann and Loetta M. Vann

Gifts of $1,000+
Harold L. Adams, FAIA
Stephen T. Ayers, FAIA, LEED, AP ’85 and Jennifer Ayers
Stephen M. Bartlett
Thomas Lee Becker, FAIA ‘74 and Mary Katherine 
 Lanzillotta
Bennett Frank McCarthy Architects, Inc. 
Bonstra Haresign Architects
Thomas N. Eichbaum, FAIA ‘74 and Sandra D. Eichbaum  
 ‘81
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Dr. Robert D. Friedel





Daniel A. Taylor ‘13
Alfred R. Tetrault and Deborah W. Smith
Charles and Carol R. Tilford
Christopher F. Tucker ’00 and Nancy McKenna
Mehmet F. Tugberk ‘77
Carolina Uechi ’10, ’12, ‘14
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