










Visiting faculty Jordan Goldstein (B. S. Arch ‘94), managing director at Gensler, reviews project 
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MAPP’s 40th Anniversary

This past school year marked a major 

milestone as the university celebrated 

�W�K�H�������W�K���$�Q�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�D�U�\���R�I���0�$�3�3�¶�V���¿�U�V�W��

graduating class. The weekend-long 

celebration offered thought-provok-

ing lectures, social events and time 

to roam favorite College Park haunts, 

capping off with a beautiful gala din-

ner in the great space Saturday night. 
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New Course Pools Interdisciplinary 
Talent to Tackle Transportation and 
Land Use Challenges

�7�K�L�V�� �\�H�D�U�� �D�Q�� �L�Q�W�H�U�G�L�V�F�L�S�O�L�Q�D�U�\�� �¿�H�O�G�� �F�R�X�U�V�H��

debuted in partnership with the U.S. De-

partment of Transportation’s Federal High-

way Administration. “Sustainable Context 

Sensitive Solutions for Land Use Devel-

opment, Design and Transportation” con-

nected students and faculty from the Mas-

ters of Real Estate Development, Historic 

Preservation, Urban Studies and Planning, 

Landscape Architecture and Engineering 

programs to evaluate land use and trans-

portation challenges at four sites in Prince 

George’s County. Proposed by MRED 

alum (and former Terp Cornerback) Rich-

ard Taylor, the fall course served as a beta 

test for what is hoped to be a re-occurring 

course for the school, and was supported as 

a potential national model by the Federal 

Highway Administration, where Taylor 

works as an Analyst. The unique opportu-

nity places students in an interdisciplinary 
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Four More Communities Go Green 
with SMC

�6�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�O�H�� �0�D�U�\�O�D�Q�G�� �&�H�U�W�L�¿�H�G�� ���6�0�&������

the Environmental Finance Center’s (EFC) 

program arming municipalities through-

out Maryland with the tools to green their 

�F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���� �F�H�U�W�L�¿�H�G�� �I�R�X�U�� �D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O��

municipalities this year, bringing the to-









Since 1995, the University of Maryland’s School of Archi-
tecture, Planning and Preservation has taught summer in-
terdisciplinary study abroad courses for students in the 
historic city of Saint Petersburg, Russia. The program of-
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through continued learning or travel. The opportunity also in-
cludes a summer internship in Torti Gallas’ Silver Spring, Mary-
land, of�ce; this summer, M. ARCH candidate David Ensor will 
work side-by-side with architecture professionals on projects 
specializing in sustainable community development and design. 
According to Gallas, many of their scholarship recipients have 
gone on to work for the �rm afed li 2wnssiona 
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ries covers topics ranging from environment 
to technology, fostering lively discussiomenti 
debate. This year, an offshoot of the program 
initiated by the Natiomal Center for Smart 
Growth took the series to an exciting nti ac-
cessible new level with live web broadcasts. 
The NCSG webinars, which take place about 
once a month, share exciting lectures nti 
cutting-edge research, previously only afford-



�t�� “The Swiss Touch in Landscape Design”
�t�� Powell Draper - “Crossing the Potomac: the Bridges of 

Washington, D.C.”
�t�� Dr. Marie Howland, Professor Luis Quiros and Students - 

“Reinventing the Industrial Belt: Propositions for the Gas-
holder Site in Saint Petersburg, Russia”

�t��
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What have been your biggest challenges as a 
teacher?
Oh, there are so many. Recently I’ve noticed that 
the nature of architecture education has changed 
enough that I can’t rely as much on my own ex -
perience as an architecture student to guide me 
as a teacher. That’s probably a good thing; we’re 
all biased toward thinking that our own education 
is the way architecture education should be. But 
it’s a tool I no longer have as sharply as I once 
did. 

Talk about a time that the roles were reversed 
and a student taught you something:
This happens all the time. So much is relevant to 
architecture from other disciplines and cultures, 
that studio has to be a domain where external 
knowledge can be brought into the mix some-
how. A lot of RISD students, for example, have 



reason for going to work each day. A 2010 gradu-
ate of the Master of Community Planning pro-
gram, she is a Federal Program Of�cer (FPO) for 
the Manufacturing Extension Partnership (MEP) at 
the National Institute of Standards and Technology 
in the U.S. Department of Commerce. As an FPO, 
Sunni works with American manufacturers to 
provide them the tools they need to invest jobs in 
U.S. communities, innovate and grow, managing 
initiatives like “Make it in America” and “Ex -
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services, and land-use regulation) that allows 
us to address issues in creative ways. How you 
leverage those skills after graduation is up to you.

Oh, and develop your network. Stay in touch with 
classmates; meet new ones at social events. Get 
business cards and use LinkedIn to stay in touch. 
Keep your information updated at UMD. Opportu-
nities come up all the time and are passed along 
through networks. You may never need to search 
the want ads if you have a good network.

How does your time at Maryland in�uence how 



In 2011, Eric Ditter, a newly minted Masters of Real Estate 
Development (MRED) graduate, set his sights (and sites) 
westward. Drawn to the Great Plains by the �erce demand 
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for housing propelled by the western oil boom, 
he and a close college friend formed White Dog 
Development Group, a full-service development 
company with an emphasis on creating lasting 
and sustainable communities. Specializing in both 
horizontal (land preparation) and vertical devel-
opment, White Dog is currently developing 150 
acres just south of Williston, North Dakota. An 
entrepreneur at his core, Eric has immersed him-
self in the community of Williston, putting forth 
the kind of moxie that has guided him his whole 
life—from the high school landscaping company 
he started out of his parent’s garage that put him 
through college, to his �edgling post-undergrad 
property development in Annapolis that ultimate-
ly led him to UMD. Below Eric talks about life out 
west, making his mark and the power of a good 
mentor:





Andrea Smith jokes that, while she is a planner by trade, 
she is resolutely a non-planner when it comes to her per-
sonal life. “Things just happen the way they’re supposed 

PhD - Alumni Pro�le

to in life. You can’t plan for it because it never 
works.” For example, her chance path to Mary -







al Relations in Tsuda College in Japan. During my 
time there I developed an interest in preservation 
and development, but I could not �nd a program 
that �t my needs in Japan. Plus, I was interested 
in experiencing a different culture. So I looked 
in the U.S. for a program in historic preserva-
tion theory and management; I wanted to learn 
how to carry out conservation management 
issues and utilize traditional buildings and cultural 
landscapes, closely connected to problems of 
lifestyle and tradition. While I applied to other 
programs, UMD’s Historic Preservation Program 
seemed to best �t my interests since it was 
policy-oriented. What really sold me, however, 
was my �rst encounter with Don Linebaugh. 

Your organization works with stakeholders around 
the globe in an effort to preserve cultural heri-
tage, not just monuments and buildings, but also 
“intangible” heritage. What are some examples 
of intangible cultural heritage, and what are its 
biggest threats?



After contributing her talents for several years as an adjunct pro-
fessor, Michele Lamprakos returned to MAPP this past fall 
as an Assistant Professor for the Architecture and Historic Pres-
ervation programs. With an extensive resume of study, practice 
and teaching, Ms. Lamprakos has led studios and lectures on 
a variety of topics, including adaptive reuse, preservation and 
conservation. Ms. Lamprakos holds a Ph.D. in architectural 
history, theory and criticism and is the owner of the design/
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This past spring, Assistant Professor 
Hooman Koliji developed an innovative 
design for a vertical living green system or 
“smart garden,” collaborating with faculty 



This year, the School of 
Architecture, Planning and 
Preservation says goodbye 
to William (“Bill”) John 
Hanna, Professor of Urban 
Studies and Planning, who is 
retiring after over 50 years at 
the University of Maryland. 
A well-respected colleague 
and dedicated teacher, Bill 
taught students to observe 
communities through mul-
tiple lenses, encouraging 
neighborhood engagement 
both in Maryland and abroad 
and by using a multidisci-
plinary approach for a more 
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Dennis Jankiewicz graduated from the University of 
Maryland in 1973 with a Bachelor of Architecture degree. Five 



Rebecca Swanston, FAIA is a prin-

cipal in the Baltimore �rm of Swanston & 

Associates and has been involved in design-

ing and studying architecture for the last 

three decades. Her research and experi-

ence have run the gamut, from the world’s 

simplest buildings to the complexities of 

museums.  She has traveled, studied, and 
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